Welcome everyone to Ella Baker Day.  

My name is (insert name of person speaking) and…anything you may want to insert here

Welcome to the Ella Baker Day celebration!  I want to start this evening off with some brief background about Ella Baker and the campaign to create an Ella Baker Day. 

	Ella Josephine Baker was born December 13, 1903, in Norfolk, Virginia. Ella became involved in social justice movements early in her life. With the support and encouragement of her family, she graduated in April 1927 from Shaw University in North Carolina as valedictorian.  

	In April of 1960, Ella Baker organized a weekend of meetings, mentoring students at Shaw University in North Carolina. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, more commonly known as SNCC, was birthed from Ella Baker’s mentorship. SNCC was one of the Civil Rights Movement’s most successful organizations through its sit-ins, “jail no bail,” and freedom bus rides.  SNCC was created on April 16, 1960 which is why we use this day as Ella Baker Day.
	
	Ella Baker worked tirelessly to better the living conditions and opportunities for those less fortunate. Her legacy is an important one. She believed that social movements were an important force, not just for the freedom of black people, but for all people. She believed in participatory democracy – the idea that the movement belongs to the people, not a person; insert here anything more on Ella Baker’s philosophy and/or a quote by her that you like.

	Ella Baker passed away on her birthday, December 13, in 1986, and she is fondly remembered as the mother of the civil rights movement. She mentored some of our greatest activists including Julian Bond, Bob Moses, Kwame Ture, and Diane Nash.

Ella Baker Day, as a campaign, has its origins in 2010, when Governor Bob McDonnell of Virginia declared April Confederate History Month. The Governor did not initially recognize plantation slavery in his declaration to recognize the newly celebrated month. Confederate Memorial Day is still celebrated in multiple states and there are additional holidays in honor of confederate leaders Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, and Stonewall Jackson.   Now, in the last couple years we have seen many confederate memorials come down and a greater reckoning with how we memorialize our past, but we also need statues and holidays to replace those we have taken down.  An Ella Baker Day would highlight the ongoing value of community organizing and the pivotal roles that women and people of color have played in creating a more just society.  The support Ella Baker day campaign has running petitions in several states and we just started a new one to petition the federal government.  We hope you take  a moment today to sign the petition!
 

	
Please note that tonight’s event is hosted by (insert sponsors).  We thank everyone who works to make this day a reality every year.  

I now announce our (first) speaker:  (insert name).  Provide brief bio of speaker 

Next, insert name of second speaker, if applicable.  Provide brief bio. 


--- 5-10 minutes of Q&A depending on time/questions given ----

Briefly thank everyone for their time and say goodnight.  Maybe one more plug for the petition.  
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